
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD REPORT 

MEETING DATE: November 4, 2004    ITEM NO.  5 
    
 

CASE NUMBER/ 
PROJECT NAME 

22-ZN-2004 
W Hotel Scottsdale 
   

LOCATION 7243 E Camelback Rd 
 

REQUEST Review the proposed amended development standards. 
 

OWNER Downtown Scottsdale 
Development LLC 
480-748-8888 
 

ENGINEER       
      

ARCHITECT/ 
DESIGNER 

Hornberger & Worstell 
415-391-1080 

APPLICANT/  
COORDINATOR 

      
Hornberger & Worstell 
      

BACKGROUND History. 
On October 7th and 21st, 2004, the Development Review Board reviewed the 
proposed W Hotel design approach at the Board’s study session.  Issues 
emphasized by the Board are summarized below: 

• Strong pedestrian environment 
• Camelback Road façade treatment and setback 
• The proposed building scale and massing relationship to the 

development standards 
• Entrance function with porte-cochere 

 
Downtown Plan. 
The Downtown Plan designates this area as Office Residential Type 2, with the 
primary land uses planned for this area being office, residential, and hotels.  To 
develop a strong mixed-use character, development flexibility for land assembly, 
shared parking facilities, floor area, and height adjustments is allowed.  The 
Type 2 Development designation places emphasis on intermediate-scaled 
structures having a good pedestrian environment with efficient auto access.  
Open space is encouraged for privacy and amenities vital to residential/hotel 
uses, and flexibility toward building height is allowed to encourage quality 
design for mixed-use projects. 
 
Zoning. 
The subject property currently has multiple zoning districts.  The west half of the 
property is zoned Highway Commercial, Downtown Overlay District (C-3 DO), 
the former alley bisecting the property is zoned Automobile Parking, Downtown 
Overlay District (P-2 DO), and the east half of the property is zoned Central 
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Business, Parking, Downtown Overlay District (C-2 P-3 DO).  These zoning 
districts allow for a wide variety of commercial uses to serve the community, as 
well as limited residential and parking opportunities. 
Context. 
This property is located along Camelback Road between Brown Avenue and 
Buckboard Trail, is surrounded by a variety of land uses, and is located near an 
active entertainment district. To the north of Camelback Road is an electrical 
substation and multi-family residential.  To the west are a variety of offices, 
restaurants, and nightclubs.  To the south and west are office buildings.  Multi-
use downtown projects are planned or under construction further to the west at 
the intersection of Camelback Road and Scottsdale Road that will tie into the 
existing canal waterfront and the existing Fashion Square Mall. 
 

APPLICANT’S 
PROPOSAL 

Applicant’s Request.  
This is a request to review the proposed amended development standards as part 
of the rezoning proposal for the proposed W Hotel development.  Because the 
proposal is to rezone the property to the Downtown Office Residential Type 2 
District, Planned Block Development, Downtown Overlay (D/OR-2 PBD DO), all 
proposed amendments to the development standards are required to first be heard 
by the Development Review Board.  The development request also includes an 
alley abandonment (case 19-AB-2004). 
 
The zoning and alley abandonment requests are currently scheduled to be heard by 
the Planning Commission on November 10, 2004, and by the City Council on 
December 7, 2004.  Comments and a recommendation made by the Development 
Review Board will be forward to the Planning Commission and City Council. 
 
Development Information: 
• Parcel Size: 2.2+/- acres 
• Proposed use: Mixed used (hotel, residential, restaurant, 

retail) 
• Building Height: 72 feet (7 levels) 
• Number of Units: 225 hotel rooms, 25 condominiums 
• Proposed Square Footage: 200,000+/- square feet 
• Parking: Underground 
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Amended Development Standards: 
Required Standard Amended Standard 

40 foot setback on Camelback 10 foot avg. at first story 
80 foot avg. at taller building areas 

20 foot setback on Brown 10 foot average  
20 foot setback on Buckboard 15 foot average  
20 foot setback on Shoeman 10 foot average  
350 foot building size maximum on any 
one side 

390 foot building size maximum on any 
one side (one story podium) 

550 foot building size maximum on two 
adjacent sides 

No change 
 

200 foot building size maximum above 
38 foot height; 200 foot horizontal wall 
without architectural break 

275 foot building size maximum above 
38 foot height on Buckboard; 
Architectural break redefined as changes 
in wall plane and façade treatment (bays 
and materials) 

2:1 stepback above 38 foot height (15 
foot encroachment not to exceed 25% of 
building elevation) 

Delete standard; replace with alternative 
design for setbacks and stepbacks 

25% of front bldg face below 26 feet at 
front building setback; 25% of first level 
width of projected street elevation must 
be at least 10 feet behind setback 

25% of bldg face setback 10 feet from 
one story podium line along Camelback 

 
While deviating from the strict standards of the Downtown District, the applicant 
proposes that the development will meet the same goals and objectives promoted 
by the standards.  The amended standards are proposed to allow the applicant to 
construct a strong mixed-use project on a relatively small lot in downtown.  The 
development proposes active street frontages by providing storefronts along the 
streets, covered walkways, and courtyard and patio opportunities.  The building 
massing is proposed to be designed with a variety of massing, architectural 
details, and building materials to reduce the apparent size of bulk of the building.  
The proposed hotel is programmed to compliment the surrounding entertainment 
uses and will not be burdened by the nearby nightlife activities.   
 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
Staff recommends approval. 
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STAFF CONTACT(S)  

Tim Curtis 
Project Coordination Manager 
Phone:        
E-mail: tcurtis@ScottsdaleAZ.gov 

 
Randy Grant 
Chief Planning Officer 
Phone:  480-312-7995 
E-mail: rgrant@scottsdaleaz.gov 

ATTACHMENTS 1.          Applicant Narrative 
2.          Context Aerial 
2A.       Aerial Close-Up 
3.          Downtown Plan 
4.          Zoning Map 
5.          Context Site Map 
6.          Site Plan 
7.          Floor Plans 
8.          3D Massing Model Views 
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Downtown General Plan

ATTACHMENT #3
22-ZN-2004
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ATTACHMENT #4

SITE

Rezone from Central Business District, Highway Commercial District, Parking Districts and Downtown 
Overlay to rezone the property to Downtown/Office Residential District Type 2, Planned Block 
Development, Downtown Overlay (D/OR-2 PBD DO) with amended development standards
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